


appropriate forms for requesting counsel. The magistrate will ensure assistance in 
completing the forms at the same time. The forms will be transmitted to the appointing 
authority in the county issuing the warrant within 24 hours of the request being made. 
Regarding the appointment of counsel, persons arrested in other counties on local 
warrants must be appointed counsel in the county that issued the warrant within one 
working day of receipt of the request. Persons arrested on out-of-county warrants must 
be appointed counsel in the county of arrest if the person has not been transferred or 
released to the custody of the county issuing the warrant before the 11th day after the 
date of arrest. [Art. 1.051 (c-1 ),CCP). 

B. Appointing Authorities

The district courts trying criminal cases hereby designate the following individuals or 
offices as having authority to appoint counsel for indigent defendants charged with a 
criminal matter within the jurisdiction of the district courts: 

1. The Office of the Indigent Defense Coordinator.

2. Any magistrate performing the duties under 1.01 (A) above that has authorized
access to the county's electronic appointment system.

3. In cases where the defendant may be suffering from a mental illness or mental
defect, the Office of Mental Health Managed Counsel Program.

C. Prompt Appointment of Counsel

Counsel shall be appointed as soon as possible to indigent defendants but no later than 
the end of the first working day after the date on which the appointing authority receives 
the defendant's request for appointed counsel. 

If an indigent defendant is arrested in another county based on this county's warrant, 
counsel will be appointed within one working day of this county's receipt of the request 
for counsel. 

If a defendant is arrested in this county based on another county's warrant, counsel will 
be appointed for the defendant if, on the eleventh day after the arrest, the defendant is 
still in this county's custody. 

If a defendant wishes to request counsel prior to the initial appearance, the forms 
required to request counsel may be obtained at the Collin County website at 
http://www.collincounMx.gov/indigent defense/Pages/default.aspx or at the Office of 
the Indigent Defense Coordinator. The defendant may submit these forms to the 
Indigent Defense Coordinator or email to: cclndigentDefense@co.collin.tx.us. The court 
will rule on all requests for counsel submitted in this manner. 

If the defendant is released from custody prior to the appointment of counsel, 
appointment of counsel is not required until the defendant's first court appearance or 
when adversarial judicial proceedings are initiated, whichever comes first.  
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